Wound assessment.
Wound assessment, combined with a thorough patient history, is the foundation for developing a plan of care and for assessing its efficacy. A wound assessment will enable the clinician to determine whether the wound is infected, needs surgical intervention, and what modality of treatment is necessary. In clinical practice, wound assessment remains the only way to determine whether the wound is progressing and moving to the desired goal of care. This article will present the implications and fundamentals of an accurate wound assessment.